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(ABSTRACT)

How a Successful Superhero Character is Created
— Focusing on the Character of Tony Stark
in the MCU -

Kim, Seiik

In this article, ’'m going to argue against the view that the superhero
genre has outlived its usefulness. The reason I’m trying to refute this view is
that I believe that good stories have good characters, and good characters
have good characterization. There will always be good stories and bad
stories. That’s why there’s no such thing as a natural lifespan for a particular
genre. The current trend of declining box office for superhero content,
centered around Marvel and DC studios, stems from the failure to build
superhero characters with good characterization.

In this article, I attempt to theorize about the process and methodology of
creating successful superhero characters by analyzing the case of Tony
Stark, a character who led the MCU at its most narrative and industrial
momentum, and in doing so, I discuss some of the points at which
superheroes need to reemerge as mainstream narrative material by comparing
the storytelling approaches of today’s “failing” superhero characters.

Characters that are authentic and in-depth in their exploration of the
inner workings of the character’s mind are bound to have great charac-
terization. Conversely, a lack of narrative exploration of a character’s

inner context will disrupt the audience’s immersion and prevent them from
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experiencing emotional transformation, ultimately failing to achieve the

fun factor.

Key Words : Character, Character Attributes, Superhero, Superhero
Character, Tony Stark




