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On Ujjeok’s Interpretation of the Lotus Sutra

—With Particular Focus on an Analysis of the
Beophwagyeongronsulgi

Park, Kwang—Yeon
Ewha Womans University

This paper examines Uijeok’s (F#) ideology. It is based
on the comprehension of the Beophwagyeongronsulgi GE# 4
#ids0) in the second volume of the Hangukbulgyojeonseo (4
B E)

Uijeok 1s a Fa—xiang scholar, who was active from the
latter half of the 7th century to the beginning of the 8th
century. It has been already known that Uijeok held a
different view from that of Jaeun(#®&), although he was
a disciple of Hyeonjang (4% . This can be seen as well in
the Beophwagyeongronsulgi. Uijeok mentions a possibility
of entering nirvana for the “Chwijeokseongmun” ##%
B and quoting “Sambeopryunseol” (the theory of three
enlightenments and sermons for Buddhists; =&##) by Jinje
(H#) , which criticizes Jaeun in an indirect way. However,

he mostly follows Jaeun's opinions with regard to ascetic

216 * Bt A21s

exercises. In addition, his quotations from the Fa—xiang
theses, e.g. the Seongyusikron (FM#ER) , the Yugasajiron (i
efitbhsR) , also reveal that he was a Fa—xiang scholar.

Based on the deep insights into the Beophwagyeongron
(r#EgH), Uljeok interpreted the Lotus Sutra. In
particular, his rendition of ilseung(—3#) is unique. He
calls “Sipjongmusang” (ten kinds of excellence; 17
# 1) 1lseung, as 1t were. Furthermore, he relates the
understanding of ilseung with sipji (dasa—bhumi; +#k), the
steps of Bodhisattva's self—discipline, and emphasizes the
attainment of its eight steps or higher.

Uijeok pays attention to the change made by listening to
the teachings of the Lotus Sutra. He argues that one can
experience Buddhahood by listening to it. His understanding
that listening to the Lotus Sutra was not incommensurable
with the practice of asceticism—along with his open mind
and patient fortitude—were qualities which the Silla people
in the late 7th century, suffering, as they were, from the
aftermaths of too many wars, found approachable and

accommodating.
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