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Exploring New Urban Tourism and the Touristification of Neighborhoods
through the Lense of Place Attachment
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Abstract : As a worldwide phenomenon, recently, many tourists have been seeking out urban
neighborhoods for a more authentic experience, which has converted many areas not initially
planned or marketed for tourists into tourist destinations. Neighborhoods, such as Thwa Mural Village
in Seoul and Gamcheon Culture Village in Busan, South Korea, have become popular destinations
due to tourists’ desire to seek local experiences through everydayness as well as the implementation
of public art projects that added artistic components to these places. However, the coexistence of the
contrasting attributes of being both residential neighborhoods and tourist attractions has resulted in
complicated outcomes and has led to complex social and economic changes that have affected
residents’ place attachment to the neighborhoods, This study examines how new urban tourism-led
neighborhood change reconstructs human-place relationships, utilizing the concept of place
attachment which explores the emotional and psychological bonds between people and places.
Qualitative research methods, such as interviews and participant observations, were employed to
explore how various stakeholders (residents, new residents, merchants, artists) of these two case
studies perceive and experience the neighborhood change brought by tourism. Findings reveal that
place attachment encompasses plural and flexible expressions that manifest in different types,
valences, and intensities. Also, place attachment could undergo an adaptive process contingent upon
a series of neighborhood events that affect residents” quality of life and conflicting benefits,

Key Words : New urban tourism, Touristification of neighborhoods, Place attachment, Perceptions,
Disadvantaged neighborhoods
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